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06-242 December 5,2006 
For Immediate Release: 
EIU-SPONSORED TOYS FOR TOTS DRIVE AIMS TO MAKE CHILDREN'S HOLIDAYS HAPPY 
CHARLESTON - Organizers of Eastern Illinois University's 2006 Toys for Tots Drive hope to 
once again "help as many children as we can have a happy holiday." 
During the past two years, literally thousands of new and unwrapped toys were collected for 
distribution to area children. 
Chad Quinones, a graduate student at Eastern, is spearheading this year's efforts. The 2006 
drive, he said, focuses on three organizations - Coles County Mental Health, East Hope of Central Illinois 
and Catholic Charities. 
The Toys for Tots program began in 1947 when the United States Marine Corps Reserve in Los 
Angeles collected and distributed 5,000 toys to needy children. That campaign was so successful that 
the Marine Corps adopted Toys for Tots a year later and expanded it into a nationwide campaign. 
Since the program's inception, more than 313 million toys have been distributed to 151 million 
children. 
According to Quinones, this year's local Toys for Tots drive will continue until Wednesday, Dec. 
13. Donors are encouraged to drop off toys and/or gift cards for children and young adults ages one 
through 18 at any of several bins located throughout the university campus before that date. 
Drop-off sites include the Martin Luther King Jr. University Union (the University Bookstore, the 
Student Activities Office and the Union Business/Scheduling Office), Old Main (Cougill Foyer, Admissions 
Office), Blair Hall (Office of Minority Affairs, Graduate School), Textbook Rental and the Student Services 
Building (Campus Card Office). 
For information, contact Quinones at (217) 581-3829. 
-30-
